Preparation for Entering the Land
Hebrews 8:2there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; ﻿5﻿ who serve ﻿f﻿the copy and ﻿g﻿shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, ﻿h﻿“See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” ﻿6﻿ But now ﻿i﻿He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a ﻿j﻿better covenant, which was established on better promises. 
Hebrews 3:1 3     Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. ﻿2﻿ He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. ﻿3﻿ Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. ﻿4﻿ For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. ﻿5﻿ Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be said in the future. ﻿6﻿ But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. 

Warning Against Unbelief 
﻿7﻿ So, as the Holy Spirit says: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

﻿8﻿ do not harden your hearts 

as you did in the rebellion, 

during the time of testing in the desert, 

﻿9﻿ where your fathers tested and tried me 

and for forty years saw what I did. 

﻿10﻿ That is why I was angry with that generation, 

and I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, 

and they have not known my ways.’ 

﻿11﻿ So I declared on oath in my anger, 

‘They shall never enter my rest.’” ﻿a﻿ 

﻿12﻿ See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. ﻿13﻿ But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. ﻿14﻿ We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first. ﻿15﻿ As has just been said: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts 

as you did in the rebellion.” ﻿b﻿ 

﻿16﻿ Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? ﻿17﻿ And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert? ﻿18﻿ And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed ﻿c﻿? ﻿19﻿ So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief. 

A Sabbath-Rest for the People of God 
4     Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. ﻿2﻿ For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. ﻿a﻿ ﻿3﻿ Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, 

“So I declared on oath in my anger, 

‘They shall never enter my rest.’” ﻿b﻿ 

And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world. ﻿4﻿ For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “And on the seventh day God rested from all his work.” ﻿c﻿ ﻿5﻿ And again in the passage above he says, “They shall never enter my rest.” 

﻿6﻿ It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience. ﻿7﻿ Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts.” ﻿d﻿ 

﻿8﻿ For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. ﻿9﻿ There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; ﻿10﻿ for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. ﻿11﻿ Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience. 

﻿12﻿ For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. ﻿13﻿ Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 


 

Hebrews 4:1 Jesus the Great High Priest 
﻿14﻿ Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, ﻿a﻿ Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. ﻿15﻿ For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. ﻿16﻿ Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

A Sabbath-Rest for the People of God 
4     Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. ﻿2﻿ For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. ﻿a﻿ ﻿3﻿ Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, 

“So I declared on oath in my anger, 

‘They shall never enter my rest.’” ﻿b﻿ 

And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world. ﻿4﻿ For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “And on the seventh day God rested from all his work.” ﻿c﻿ ﻿5﻿ And again in the passage above he says, “They shall never enter my rest.” 

﻿6﻿ It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience. ﻿7﻿ Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts.” ﻿d﻿ 

﻿8﻿ For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. ﻿9﻿ There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; ﻿10﻿ for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. ﻿11﻿ Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience. REST [katapausis 1 a putting to rest. 1a calming of the winds. 2 a resting place. 2a  the place of  blessedness in which God dwells, walks, moves: the place of which he has promised to open for entry to persevering, obedient, sanctified believers in Christ: the place the promised kingdom of God a place open and made available to those who walk in the Spirit being made one with Jesus: 
﻿12﻿ For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. ﻿13﻿ Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

Jesus the Great High Priest 
﻿14﻿ Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, ﻿a﻿ Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. ﻿15﻿ For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. ﻿16﻿ Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 


 

Promise 

Genesis 15:6﻿7﻿ He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.” 
 

Genesis 15:17﻿18﻿ On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river ﻿d﻿ of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— ﻿19﻿ the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, ﻿20﻿ Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, ﻿21﻿ Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.” 


 

Genesis 9:18﻿18﻿ The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) ﻿19﻿ These were the three sons of Noah, and from them came the people who were scattered over the earth. 

﻿20﻿ Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded ﻿a﻿ to plant a vineyard. ﻿21﻿ When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. ﻿22﻿ Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness and told his two brothers outside. ﻿23﻿ But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across their shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father’s nakedness. Their faces were turned the other way so that they would not see their father’s nakedness. 

﻿24﻿ When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him, ﻿25﻿ he said, 

“Cursed be Canaan! 


 
Joshua 1:5
“Remember the command that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you: ‘The Lord your God is giving you rest and has granted you this land.’ 
 

Joshua 1:14 all your fighting men, fully armed, must cross over ahead of your brothers. You are to help your brothers ﻿15﻿ until the Lord gives them rest, as he has done for you, and until they too have taken possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving them. After that, you may go back and occupy your own land

Joshua 3:1 Crossing the Jordan 
3     Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. ﻿2﻿ After three days the officers went throughout the camp, ﻿3﻿ giving orders to the people: “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. ﻿4﻿ Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about a thousand yards ﻿a﻿ between you and the ark; do not go near it.” 

﻿5﻿ Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.” 

﻿6﻿ Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So they took it up and went ahead of them. 

﻿7﻿ And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. ﻿8﻿ Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 


 

﻿9﻿ Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. ﻿10﻿ This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites.
 

Joshua 3:16 ﻿16﻿ the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea  ﻿b﻿) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. ﻿17﻿ The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 
 

Joshua 5:1 ﻿2﻿ At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again.” ﻿3﻿ So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth. ﻿a﻿ 

﻿4﻿ Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the men of military age—died in the desert on the way after leaving Egypt. ﻿5﻿ All the people that came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the desert during the journey from Egypt had not. ﻿6﻿ The Israelites had moved about in the desert forty years until all the men who were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they had not obeyed the Lord. For the Lord had sworn to them that they would not see the land that he had solemnly promised their fathers to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. ﻿7﻿ So he raised up their sons in their place, and these were the ones Joshua circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they had not been circumcised on the way. ﻿8﻿ And after the whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they were healed. 


 

Joshua 6:1 6     Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in. 

﻿2﻿ Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. ﻿3﻿ March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. ﻿4﻿ Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. ﻿5﻿ When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in.” 

﻿6﻿ So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” ﻿7﻿ And he ordered the people, “Advance! March around the city, with the armed guard going ahead of the ark of the Lord.” 

﻿8﻿ When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before the Lord went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant followed them. ﻿9﻿ The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding. ﻿10﻿ But Joshua had commanded the people, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” ﻿11﻿ So he had the ark of the Lord carried around the city, circling it once. Then the people returned to camp and spent the night there. 

﻿12﻿ Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. ﻿13﻿ The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the Lord and blowing the trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the Lord, while the trumpets kept sounding. ﻿14﻿ So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days. 

﻿15﻿ On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. ﻿16﻿ The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city! ﻿17﻿ The city and all that is in it are to be devoted ﻿b﻿ to the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute ﻿c﻿ and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. ﻿18﻿ But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. ﻿19﻿ All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and must go into his treasury.” 

﻿20﻿ When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and they took the city. ﻿21﻿ They devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. 

﻿22﻿ Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” ﻿23﻿ So the young men who had done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 

﻿24﻿ Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house. ﻿25﻿ But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to he


 

Traces of habitation from 9000 BC.[2]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities_by_time_of_continuous_habitation" \l "cite_note-2" [3] Fortifications date to 6800 BC (or earlier), making Jericho the earliest known walled city.[4] Ancient times

Jericho is believed to be one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world, with evidence of settlement dating back to 9000 BC, providing important information about early human habitation in the Near East.[3]
The first permanent settlement was built near the Ein as-Sultan spring between 8000 and 7000 BC by an unknown people, and consisted of a number of walls, a religious shrine, and a 23-foot (7.0 m) tower with an internal staircase.[9] After a few centuries, it was abandoned for a second settlement, established in 6800 BC, perhaps by an invading people who absorbed the original inhabitants into their dominant culture. Artifacts dating from this period include ten skulls, plastered and painted so as to reconstitute the individuals' features.[9] These represent the first example of portraiture in art history, and it is thought that these were kept in people's homes while the bodies were buried.[5]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jericho" \l "cite_note-Janson-12" [13] This was followed by a succession of settlements from 4500 BC onward, the largest of these being constructed in 2600 BC.[9]
Archaeological evidence indicates that in the latter half of the Middle Bronze Age (circa 1700 BC), the city enjoyed some prosperity, its walls having been strengthened and expanded.[14] The Canaanite city (Jericho City IV) was destroyed c.1573 BC according to the carbon dating between 1617 and 1530, but rounded as c.1550 according to the stratigraphical dating.[15] The site remained uninhabited until the city was refounded in the 9th century BC.[citation needed]
In the 8th century BC, the Assyrians invaded from the north, followed by the Babylonians, and Jericho was depopulated between 586 and 538 BC, the period of the Jewish exile to Babylon. Cyrus the Great, the Persian king, refounded the city one mile southeast of its historic site at the mound of Tell es-Sultan, and returned the Jewish exiles after conquering Babylon in 539 BC.[9]
7 Trumpets
2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.
 

7 ﻿†﻿ The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. 8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed. 10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter. 12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise. 13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound! 

CHAPTER 9

1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months. 11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon﻿a﻿. 12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter. 

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour﻿b﻿, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. 16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt. 20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. 
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 ﻿a﻿ Psalm 95:7-11


 ﻿b﻿ Psalm 95:7,8
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 ﻿a﻿ Or gone into heaven


 ﻿a﻿ Many manuscripts because they did not share in the faith of those who obeyed


 ﻿b﻿ Psalm 95:11; also in verse 5


 ﻿c﻿ Gen. 2:2


 ﻿d﻿ Psalm 95:7,8


 ﻿a﻿ Or gone into heaven


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Heb 4:1). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Ge 15:7). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


 ﻿d﻿ Or Wadi


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Ge 15:18). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


 ﻿a﻿ Or soil, was the first


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Ge 9:18). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Jos 1:13). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


 ﻿a﻿ Hebrew about two thousand cubits (about 900 meters)


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Jos 3:1). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Jos 3:9). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


 ﻿b﻿ That is, the Dead Sea


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Jos 3:16). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


 ﻿a﻿ Gibeath Haaraloth means hill of foreskins.


�The Holy Bible : New International Version. 1996, c1984 (Jos 5:2). Grand Rapids: Zondervan.


 ﻿b﻿ The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the LORD, often by totally destroying them; also in verses 18 and 21.


 ﻿c﻿ Or possibly innkeeper ; also in verses 22 and 25
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† A Greek word occurs that is not directly translated in the King James Version. �Greek Strongs: 2532


a Apollyon: that is to say, A destroyer


b for an hour: or, at an hour
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