





Am I a Fool?

Ephesians 5:15-17 

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

Circumspectly
 (15th century)
· circumspicere to look around, be cautious, from circum- + specere to look — more at SPY 
· careful to consider all circumstances and possible consequences : PRUDENT
synonymy see CAUTIOUS

specere to look — more at SPY 
 = 
· BEFORE GOING INTO THE LAND MOSES SENT SPY’S TO SEE AND REPORT WHAT THE ENEMY WAS DOING
· WE MUST WATCH AND SEE WHAT THE ENEMY IS DOING
SPY  (13th century)
1 : to watch secretly usually for hostile purposes
2 : to catch sight of : SEE
3 : to search or look for intensive
1 : to observe or search for something : LOOK
2 : to watch secretly as a spy

Ephesians 5:15     not as fools
1. All men are Fools, without the knowledge of God. 
Tit 3:3. ﻿3﻿ For ﻿we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. ……… He saved us, through ﻿[footnoteRef:1]g﻿the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,  [1: g John 3:3] 


2.     Fools  Deny God. Ps 14:1; 53:1.  In  thought, words, deeds, and life 
3.     Fools  Blaspheme God. Ps 74:18 a foolish people has blasphemed Your name.		. 
4.     Fools  Reproach God. Ps 74:22. 
5.     Fools  Make a mock at sin. Pr 14:9. 

6.     Fools  Despise instruction.
· Pr 1:7; 15:5. 7     ﻿[footnoteRef:2]e﻿The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,  But fools despise wisdom and instruction.  [2: e Job 28:28; Ps. 111:10; Prov. 9:10; 15:33; [Eccl. 12:13]] 

·  Proverbs 9:6 “He who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself,    And he who rebukes a wicked man only harms himself. 8     ﻿[footnoteRef:3]f﻿Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you;  [3: f Prov. 15:12; Matt. 7:6] 


· 

	
7.     Fools  Hate knowledge. 
· Pr 1:22. 22     “How long, you ﻿[footnoteRef:4]1﻿simple ones, will you love ﻿[footnoteRef:5]2﻿simplicity?  For scorners delight in their scorning,   And fools hate knowledge. [4: 1 naive]  [5: 2 naivete] 

8.     Fools  Delight not in understanding. 
· Pr 18:2. 2     A fool has no delight in understanding,  But in expressing his ﻿[footnoteRef:6]a﻿own heart. “His own opinion based on what is in his heart” [6: a Eccl. 10:3] 

9.     Fools  Sport themselves in mischief. 
· Pr 10:23. 23     ﻿[footnoteRef:7]w﻿To do evil is like sport to a fool,  [7: w Prov. 2:14; 15:21] 



10.     Fools Walk in darkness. Ec 2:14. 
11.     Fools  Hate to depart from evil. 
· Pr 13:19. it is an abomination to fools to depart from evil. [footnoteRef:8]  [8:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Pr 13:19] 




12.     Fools Worship is hateful to God. 
 Ec 5:1. Walk ﻿[footnoteRef:9]a﻿prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather ﻿[footnoteRef:10]b﻿than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil. 2     Do not be ﻿[footnoteRef:11]c﻿rash with your mouth, And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God.  [9: a Ex. 3:5; Is. 1:12]  [10: b [1 Sam. 15:22]; Ps. 50:8; Prov. 15:8; 21:27; [Hos. 6:6]]  [11: c Prov. 20:25] 






13.     Fools Are
a.     Corrupt and abominable. Ps 14:1. 
b.     Self-sufficient. Pr 12:15;
   Ro 1:22. ﻿18﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:12]a﻿For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and ﻿[footnoteRef:13]b﻿unrighteousness of men, who ﻿[footnoteRef:14]4﻿suppress the truth in unrighteousness, ﻿19﻿ because ﻿[footnoteRef:15]c﻿what may be known of God is ﻿[footnoteRef:16]5﻿manifest ﻿[footnoteRef:17]6﻿in them, for ﻿[footnoteRef:18]d﻿God has shown it to them. ﻿20﻿ For since the creation of the world ﻿[footnoteRef:19]e﻿His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and ﻿[footnoteRef:20]7﻿Godhead, so that they are without excuse, ﻿21﻿ because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but ﻿[footnoteRef:21]f﻿became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. ﻿22﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:22]g﻿Professing to be wise, they became fools, [footnoteRef:23]  [12: a [Acts 17:30]]  [13: b Rom. 6:13; 2 Thess. 2:10; 2 Pet. 2:13; 1 John 5:17]  [14: 4 hold down]  [15: c [Acts 14:17; 17:24]]  [16: 5 evident]  [17: 6 among]  [18: d [John 1:9]]  [19: e Job 12:7–9; Ps. 19:1–6; Jer. 5:22]  [20: 7 divine nature, deity]  [21: f 2 Kin. 17:15; Jer. 2:5; Eph. 4:17]  [22: g Jer. 10:14; [1 Cor. 1:20]]  [23:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Ro 1:18-22] 


c.     Self-confident. Pr 14:16. 
d.     Self-deceivers. Pr 14:8. 
e.     Mere professors of religion.
Mt 25:2-12. Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet ﻿[footnoteRef:24]a﻿the bridegroom. ﻿2﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:25]b﻿Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. ﻿3﻿ Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, ﻿4﻿ but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. ﻿5﻿ But while the bridegroom was delayed, ﻿[footnoteRef:26]c﻿they all slumbered and slept.  [24: a [Eph. 5:29, 30; Rev. 19:7; 21:2, 9]]  [25: b Matt. 13:47; 22:10]  [26: c 1 Thess. 5:6] 

﻿6﻿ “And at midnight ﻿[footnoteRef:27]d﻿a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom ﻿[footnoteRef:28]1﻿is coming; go out to meet him!’ ﻿7﻿ Then all those virgins arose and ﻿[footnoteRef:29]e﻿trimmed their lamps. ﻿8﻿ And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ ﻿9﻿ But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ ﻿10﻿ And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and ﻿[footnoteRef:30]f﻿the door was shut.  [27: d [Matt. 24:31; 1 Thess. 4:16]]  [28: 1 NU omits is coming]  [29: e Luke 12:35]  [30: f [Matt. 7:21]; Luke 13:25] 

﻿11﻿ “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ﻿[footnoteRef:31]g﻿‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ ﻿12﻿ But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, ﻿[footnoteRef:32]h﻿I do not know you.’  [31: g [Matt. 7:21–23; Luke 13:25–30]]  [32: h [Ps. 5:5; Hab. 1:13; John 9:31]] 

[footnoteRef:33]  [33:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Mt 25:1-12] 


f.     Full of words. Ec 10:14. 
g.     Given to meddling. Pr 20:3. 
h.     Slanderers. Pr 10:18. 
i.     Liars. Pr 10:18. 
j.     Slothful. Ec 4:5. 
k.     Angry. Ec 7:9. 
l.     Contentious. Pr 18:6. 
m.     A grief to parents. Pr 17:25; 19:13. 
14.    Fools  Come to shame. Pr 3:35. 
15.    Fools  Destroy themselves by their speech. Pr 10:8,14; Ec 10:12. 
16.   The company of  Fools ruinous. 
· Pr 13:20. 20     He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be destroyed. 

17.     Fools  Lips of, a snare to the soul. 
· Pr 18:7. 7     ﻿[footnoteRef:34]e﻿A fool’s mouth is his destruction, And his lips are the snare of his ﻿[footnoteRef:35]f﻿soul. 8     ﻿[footnoteRef:36]g﻿The words of a ﻿[footnoteRef:37]2﻿talebearer are like ﻿[footnoteRef:38]3﻿tasty trifles, And they go down into the ﻿[footnoteRef:39]4﻿inmost body.  [34: e Ps. 64:8; 140:9; Prov. 10:14]  [35: f Eccl. 10:12]  [36: g Prov. 12:18]  [37: 2 gossip or slanderer]  [38: 3 A Jewish tradition wounds]  [39: 4 Lit. rooms of the belly] 

[footnoteRef:40]  [40:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Pr 18:7-8] 


18.    Fools  Cling to their folly. 
· Pr 26:11      ﻿As a dog returns to his own vomit, So a fool repeats his folly. 
· Pr 27:22 22     ﻿[footnoteRef:41]n﻿Though you grind a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, Yet his foolishness will not depart from him.  [41: n Prov. 23:35; 26:11; Jer. 5:3] 

· 
19.    Fools  Worship idols. Jer 10:8; Ro 1:22,23. 
20.    Fools Trust to their own hearts. Pr 28:26. 
21.     Fools  Depend upon their wealth. Lu 12:20. 
22.     Fools  Hear the gospel and obey it not. 
· Mt 7:26. ﻿﻿ “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: ﻿27﻿ and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 

23.     Folly pours out of the mouth of the Fool,. 
  Pr 15:2. The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, 
     ﻿But the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness. 7     The lips of the wise ﻿[footnoteRef:42]3﻿disperse knowledge,  [42: 3 spread] 

     But the heart of the fool does not do so. 

24.     Honor is unbecoming for a Fool. Pr 26:1,8. 
25.     God has no pleasure in Fools. Ec 5:4. 
26.     Fools  Shall not stand in the presence of God . 
· Ps 5:5. 4     For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, Nor shall evil ﻿[footnoteRef:43]3﻿dwell with You.  The ﻿ boastful shall not ﻿[footnoteRef:44]d﻿stand in Your sight; You hate all workers of iniquity.  You shall destroy those who speak falsehood; The LORD abhors the ﻿[footnoteRef:45]e﻿bloodthirsty and deceitful man.  [43: 3 Lit. sojourn]  [44: d Ps. 1:5]  [45: e Ps. 55:23] 

27.     Avoid Fools. Pr 9:6; 14:7. 
28.     Fools  are Exhorted  to seek wisdom. Pr 8:5. 
29.    There is Punishment of Fools. Ps 107:17; Pr 19:29; 26:10. 

Ephesians 5:1517 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is[footnoteRef:46]  [46:  The Holy Bible : King James Version. electronic ed. of the 1769 edition of the 1611 Authorized Version. Bellingham WA : Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1995, S. Eph 5:15-17] 


Romans 12:2 I ﻿[footnoteRef:47]a﻿beseech ﻿[footnoteRef:48]1﻿you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies ﻿[footnoteRef:49]b﻿a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your ﻿[footnoteRef:50]2﻿reasonable service. ﻿2﻿ And ﻿[footnoteRef:51]c﻿do not be conformed to this world, but ﻿[footnoteRef:52]d﻿be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may ﻿[footnoteRef:53]e﻿prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  [47: a 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 10:1–4]  [48: 1 urge]  [49: b Phil. 4:18; Heb. 10:18, 20]  [50: 2 rational]  [51: c Matt. 13:22; Gal. 1:4; 1 John 2:15]  [52: d Eph. 4:23; [Titus 3:5]]  [53: e [1 Thess. 4:3]] 

[footnoteRef:54]  [54:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Ro 12:1-2] 

Colossians 1:9﻿9﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:55]n﻿For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask ﻿[footnoteRef:56]o﻿that you may be filled with ﻿[footnoteRef:57]p﻿the knowledge of His will ﻿[footnoteRef:58]q﻿in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;[footnoteRef:59]  [55: n Eph. 1:15–17]  [56: o 1 Cor. 1:5]  [57: p [Rom. 12:2]; Eph. 5:17]  [58: q Eph. 1:8]  [59:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Col 1:9] 

﻿9﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:60]n﻿For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask ﻿[footnoteRef:61]o﻿that you may be filled with ﻿[footnoteRef:62]p﻿the knowledge of His will ﻿[footnoteRef:63]q﻿in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; ﻿10﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:64]r﻿that you may walk worthy of the Lord, ﻿[footnoteRef:65]s﻿fully pleasing Him, ﻿[footnoteRef:66]t﻿being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the ﻿[footnoteRef:67]u﻿knowledge of God; ﻿11﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:68]v﻿strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, ﻿[footnoteRef:69]w﻿for all patience and longsuffering ﻿[footnoteRef:70]x﻿with joy; ﻿12﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:71]y﻿giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of ﻿[footnoteRef:72]z﻿the inheritance of the saints in the light. ﻿13﻿ He has delivered us from ﻿[footnoteRef:73]a﻿the power of darkness ﻿[footnoteRef:74]b﻿and ﻿[footnoteRef:75]3﻿conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, [footnoteRef:76]  [60: n Eph. 1:15–17]  [61: o 1 Cor. 1:5]  [62: p [Rom. 12:2]; Eph. 5:17]  [63: q Eph. 1:8]  [64: r Eph. 4:1; Phil. 1:27; 1 Thess. 2:12]  [65: s 1 Thess. 4:1]  [66: t Heb. 13:21]  [67: u 2 Pet. 3:18]  [68: v [Eph. 3:16; 6:10]]  [69: w Eph. 4:2]  [70: x [Acts 5:41]; 2 Cor. 8:2; [Heb. 10:34]]  [71: y [Eph. 5:20]]  [72: z Eph. 1:11]  [73: a Eph. 6:12]  [74: b 2 Pet. 1:11]  [75: 3 transferred]  [76:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Col 1:9-13] 



Will of God
A.     Defined in terms of:
· Salvation     2 Pet. 3:9 ﻿9﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:77]l﻿The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but ﻿[footnoteRef:78]m﻿is longsuffering toward ﻿[footnoteRef:79]3﻿us, ﻿[footnoteRef:80]n﻿not willing that any should perish but ﻿[footnoteRef:81]o﻿that all should come to repentance.  [77: l Hab. 2:3; Rom. 13:11; Heb. 10:37]  [78: m Ps. 86:15; Is. 30:18]  [79: 3 NU you]  [80: n Ezek. 33:11]  [81: o Matt. 20:28; [Rom. 2:4]] 


· Kinship established in Christ     Matt. 12:50 ﻿50﻿ For ﻿[footnoteRef:82]r﻿whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”  [82: r John 15:14; [Gal. 5:6; 6:15; Col. 3:11; Heb. 2:11]] 



· Everlasting life     John 6:39, 40
· Gods will made plain     
· 1 Thess. 5:18 ﻿14﻿ Now we ﻿[footnoteRef:83]5﻿exhort you, brethren, ﻿[footnoteRef:84]q﻿warn those who are ﻿[footnoteRef:85]6﻿unruly, ﻿[footnoteRef:86]r﻿comfort the fainthearted, ﻿[footnoteRef:87]s﻿uphold the weak, ﻿[footnoteRef:88]t﻿be patient with all. ﻿15﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:89]u﻿See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always ﻿[footnoteRef:90]v﻿pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all.  [83: 5 encourage]  [84: q 2 Thess. 3:6, 7, 11]  [85: 6 insubordinate or idle]  [86: r Heb. 12:12]  [87: s Rom. 14:1; 15:1; 1 Cor. 8:7]  [88: t Gal. 5:22]  [89: u Lev. 19:18]  [90: v Rom. 12:9; Gal. 6:10; 1 Thess. 5:21] 

16﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:91]w﻿Rejoice always, ﻿17﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:92]x﻿pray without ceasing, ﻿18﻿ in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  [91: w [2 Cor. 6:10]]  [92: x Eph. 6:18] 

19﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:93]y﻿Do not quench the Spirit. ﻿20﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:94]z﻿Do not despise prophecies. ﻿21﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:95]a﻿Test all things; ﻿[footnoteRef:96]b﻿hold fast what is good. ﻿22﻿ Abstain from every form of evil.  [93: y Eph. 4:30]  [94: z Acts 13:1; 1 Cor. 14:1, 31]  [95: a 1 Cor. 14:29; 1 John 4:1]  [96: b Phil. 4:8] 



· Sanctification     1 Thess. 4:3 ﻿3﻿ For this is ﻿[footnoteRef:97]c﻿the will of God, ﻿[footnoteRef:98]d﻿your sanctification: ﻿[footnoteRef:99]e﻿that you should abstain from sexual immorality; ﻿4﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:100]f﻿that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, ﻿5﻿ ﻿[footnoteRef:101]g﻿not in passion of lust, ﻿[footnoteRef:102]h﻿like the Gentiles ﻿[footnoteRef:103]i﻿who do not know God; ﻿6﻿ that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord ﻿[footnoteRef:104]j﻿is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. ﻿7﻿ For God did not call us to uncleanness, ﻿[footnoteRef:105]k﻿but in holiness. [footnoteRef:106]  [97: c [Rom. 12:2]]  [98: d Eph. 5:27]  [99: e [1 Cor. 6:15–20; Col. 3:5]]  [100: f Rom. 6:19]  [101: g Col. 3:5]  [102: h Eph. 4:17, 18]  [103: i 1 Cor. 15:34]  [104: j 2 Thess. 1:8]  [105: k Lev. 11:44; [Heb. 12:14]; 1 Pet. 1:14–16]  [106:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. 1 Th 4:3-7] 


B.     Characteristics of Gods Will:
Can be:
· Known     Rom. 2:18 [footnoteRef:107]v﻿know His will, and ﻿[footnoteRef:108]w﻿approve the things that are excellent,[footnoteRef:109] [107: v Deut. 4:8]  [108: w Phil. 1:10]  [109:  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982, S. Ro 2:18] 

· Proved     Rom. 12:2 ﻿2﻿ And ﻿[footnoteRef:110]c﻿do not be conformed to this world, but ﻿[footnoteRef:111]d﻿be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may ﻿[footnoteRef:112]e﻿prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  [110: c Matt. 13:22; Gal. 1:4; 1 John 2:15]  [111: d Eph. 4:23; [Titus 3:5]]  [112: e [1 Thess. 4:3]] 

· Done     Matt. 6:10 10      Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth ﻿[footnoteRef:113]k﻿as it is in heaven [113: k Ps. 103:20] 

Gods Will is Sovereign over:
Nations     Dan. 4:35
Individuals     Acts 21:14

C.     Gods will accomplished in God’s power establishing a life in God:
Predestination     Rom. 9:18–23
Sovereignty     Dan. 4:35
Man’s salvation     1 Tim. 2:4
Believer’s salvation     James 1:18
Redemption     Gal. 1:4

D.      Gods will seen in his relationship to Believer’s,:
· Calling     1 Cor. 1:1
· Regeneration     James 1:18
· Sanctification     Heb. 10:10
· Transformation     Rom. 12:2
· Instruction     Ps. 143:10
· Prayers     1 John 5:14
· Submission     Acts 21:14

· Whole life     1 Pet. 4:2 4     Therefore, since Christ suffered ﻿[footnoteRef:114]1﻿for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, ﻿2﻿ that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, ﻿[footnoteRef:115]a﻿but for the will of God. ﻿3﻿ For we have spent enough of our past ﻿[footnoteRef:116]2﻿lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. ﻿4﻿ In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. ﻿5﻿ They will give an account to Him who is ready ﻿[footnoteRef:117]b﻿to judge the living and the dead. ﻿6﻿ For this reason ﻿[footnoteRef:118]c﻿the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but ﻿[footnoteRef:119]d﻿live according to God in the spirit. [114: 1 NU omits for us]  [115: a John 1:13]  [116: 2 NU time]  [117: b Acts 10:42; Rom. 14:9; 2 Tim. 4:1]  [118: c 1 Pet. 1:12; 3:19]  [119: d [Rom. 8:9, 13]; Gal. 5:25] 


· Daily work     Eph. 6:6
· Travels     Rom. 1:10
· Plans     James 4:13–15
· Suffering     1 Pet. 3:17
· Perfection     Col. 4:12
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