Ephesians 4 v 17  
﻿17﻿ So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. ﻿18﻿ They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. ﻿19﻿ Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 

﻿20﻿ You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. ﻿21﻿ Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. ﻿22﻿ You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; ﻿23﻿ to be made new in the attitude of your minds; ﻿24﻿ and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

﻿25﻿ Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. ﻿26﻿ “In your anger do not sin” ﻿a﻿: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, ﻿27﻿ and do not give the devil a foothold. ﻿28﻿ He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 

﻿29﻿ Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. ﻿30﻿ And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. ﻿31﻿ Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. ﻿32﻿ Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 


 

Outline of previous 
Verses 1 & 2 are the basic requirements for receiving the rest of the revelational truths contained in chapter 4 “Humility”
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. ﻿2﻿ Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
 
· One action from God---A calling  
· 7 Human responses require  “character: for building blocks”
1. a life worthy:  

          actions are to be

· valuable, 
· admirable, 
· creditable,
· praiseworthy
2. Be completely: absolutely, entirely, totally “can’t be half hearted!!”
3. Humble: 

· modest and unassuming in attitude and behavior
· feeling & showing respect& deference toward others
· considering one’s self relatively low in rank no pretensions

4. Gentle:   

· a. having a mild and kind nature or manner
· b. being moderate in force or degree so that the effects are not severe

· c. using little force or violence

5. Patient
6. bearing with one another : Forbearing: Long suffering 
7. Love

First character is most important
Main character Humility 

Jesus exemplified in 9 & 10 

﻿9﻿ (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions ﻿c﻿? ﻿10﻿ He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)
 

 7 basic unities of the church V 3-6
﻿3﻿ Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. ﻿4﻿ There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called— ﻿5﻿ one Lord, one faith, one baptism; ﻿6﻿ one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 

1. Unity of the Spirit

2. Unity of the bond of peace
3. Unity of the body 

4. Unity of  one hope
5. Unity of one faith

6. Unity of one baptism

7. Unity of one God “ Father”

who is over all and through all and in all
7 earthly spiritual diversifications’ 
V 3 unity of the Spirit

V 7 grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 

V 1111﻿ It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 
 
1. Jesus our king made manifest in our midst apportioning 
2. The Holy spirit, empowering , teaching , guiding, illuminating

3.  Apostles
4. Prophets
5. Evangelists
6. Pastors – Shepherd
7. Teacher
v 12- 13  comes goals and functions of the church 
﻿12﻿ to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up ﻿13﻿ until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

1. prepare God’s people
2. works of service
3. built up
4. reach unity in the faith
5. reach unity in the knowledge of the Son of God
6. become mature
7. attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
· Building the church up to a spiritual apex
· JESUS BECOMING THE CAP STONE
A building cannot be built without a propriety materials “Honduras” story”

What they built before we came
 “blocks without strength”
﻿16﻿ From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

1. From him; in Him , through Him , To Him, comes a 
2. whole body
3.  joined,  united, fitted
4.  held together by every supporting ligament,
5.  grows 
6. builds itself up in love 
7. as each part does its work.
If we are going to build we need 3 things:

· The blue print 

· The master builders

· the material 

The material is a believer  he must be of good quility

Matthew 7:24-27The Wise and Foolish Builders 
﻿24﻿ “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. ﻿25﻿ The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. ﻿26﻿ But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. ﻿27﻿ The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”


 

Acts 20:32﻿32﻿ “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:10

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. ﻿11﻿ For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. ﻿12﻿ If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, ﻿13﻿ his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. ﻿14﻿ If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. ﻿15﻿ If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. 16﻿ Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?

Ephesians 2:19-22﻿20﻿ built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. ﻿21﻿ In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. ﻿22﻿ And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 


 

Colossians 2:7﻿6﻿ So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, ﻿7﻿ rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

﻿8﻿ See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

﻿9﻿ For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, ﻿10﻿ and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. ﻿11﻿ In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature,


 

1 Peter 2:2﻿4﻿ As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— ﻿5﻿ you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ﻿6﻿ For in Scripture it says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who trusts in him 

will never be put to shame.” ﻿a﻿ 

﻿7﻿ Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected 

has become the capstone, ﻿b﻿” ﻿c﻿ 

﻿8﻿ and, 

“A stone that causes men to stumble 

and a rock that makes them fall.” ﻿d﻿ 

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 

﻿9﻿ But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. ﻿10﻿ Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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